
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Albert Potters Guild Minutes 
November 9, 2016 

 
 
 
 
Meeting Called to Order: 7:10 P.M. 

 
Willie acted on behalf of Leslie (President) until her arrival. 

October minutes approved by Adoline, 2nd Cynthia 

President: 

No Report 
 
Vice President: 

 
No report but will give Maureen’s (programs) report later. 

 
Secretary: 

 
We received four magazines from Pottery Making and Ceramic Arts for the Librarian to stamp and stack in our 
cupboards.  These magazines are not to be taken home but are here for potters to read anytime they are in. 

 
Treasurer: 

 
We have accumulated a surplus of money over the last couple of years. We have $14,153.93 in our operating (checking) 
account that does not fluctuate much over the year. But because we are a society we should not have much more than 
$25,000. in savings and now we have approximately $42,000. ($12,578.40 in savings account and  $30,375. which will 
mature November 21). Diane suggested we buy a new baby kiln and some of the light weight kiln shelves. Shelves are 
$475. each if you buy over 10. We would like a total of 36 shelves for three electric kilns, so if we do purchase some (12 
or so) with our own money we would still have need for more should we receive any casino (SAPVAC) or grant (City) 
monies. Diane will look into pricing out baby kiln and shelves. Linda moved to authorize Diane to purchase  a new baby 
kiln and purchase 12 light weight  shelves for the larger electric kilns. Terry seconded.  Carried. 

 
Margaret suggested table clothes for our tables at the sales. 



 

Program Co-Ordinator: 
 
Special thanks to Julie for the great workshop on had-built loaf pans. 

 
March 11th, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m; Willie will present a hand built mug workshop.  Gene will be presenting a workshop on 
hand built goblets next year and Marg will do a session on the Korean technique of carving and slip filling (two colours) 
sometime in January. 

 
There was a show of hands and much interest expressed on an external workshop on sculpting with Sharon Moore 
Foster. 

 
Jenny McGrath let us know there is a workshop planned in January on “How to do a Gallery Submission”. It will be free 
and held at the gallery. The workshop is called “Inside Scoop”.  Gina will talk to Maureen about a session on taking 
pictures of your pieces. 

 
Christmas party to be held at SAMBA 5:30 to 8:30 ish. The turkey, gravy and potatoes are ordered and will be 
delivered. Please sign-up online to bring a veggie, appetizer or dessert as well as sign-up if you are able to help with 
the set-up (usually out of towners) and/or clean-up (usually people who live in St. Albert).  Whoever brought  punch last 
year is encouraged to do that again. We are providing wine, coffee and tea. As a reminder please bring your won 
utensils, plates, cups, glasses. Guests to ask: Lil (Linda would pick up), Theresa T. (Edith would pick up), Alice, Yasmin, 
Sharon, Hazel. Diane, Gene, Gina, Mary, Adoline, and Nell offered to provide extra gifts for guests that attend. 

 
Communications: 

 
Co-ordinators procedures that have been submitted are being uploaded  to the web-site. Hopefully all will be up by 
early next year. 

 
Glazes: 

 
No Report.  Suggestion to phone before coming in to mix glazes to make sure the room is not being used by someone 
else or the gas firing is not in progress. 

 
SAPVAC: 

 
Please fill slots on the duty board for the sale on the front table. 

SAPVAC will borrow our table skirting for the sale again this year. 

Last shift needs to know there are no pick-ups until 5:30. Caroline will ask Hazel if something could be done about the 
timing of the pick-ups as some ladies are bottlenecked waiting before they can do their clean-up, just waiting for pots 
to be taken off the tables. 

 
Next year is our 150 year celebration and SAPVAC is wondering  if someone could design or give ideas for  a 
collaborative piece that would include the work of all the guilds. 

 
SAPVAC are asking all guilds to get rid of all clutter so they can look at how to use all spaces effectively. 

 
SAPVAC.ca is their website and is now up. 



Receiving is on Wednesday the 16th not Thursday. 
 
Annalisa offered to laminate new glaze labels supplied by Caroline. 

 
Supply and Capital Equipment: 

 
New sheets have been done for the Chemical Bins. 

 
We need to be sure lids on Rubbermaid bins are closed. 

 
Clay: 

 
No report. 

 
Library: 

 
We have magazines for anyone who wants them on the shelf behind the front table. 

 
Raku: 

 
Raku on Saturday at 9 a.m. if anyone is interested. 

 
Housekeeping: 

 
No report 

 
New Business: 

 
Contact Margaret if you would consider being on the sale committee. 

Garden Art is the theme for the sale. 

Old Business: 
 
Do not put grinder in the spray booth.  If you are using the grinder, wheel  the blue cart into the spray booth room and 
put grinder on that. Then push to hug against the spray booth and work from there. 

 

Tips: 
 
 
Gene: For big bowls, centre slow. If water is coming off the wheel you are going too quickly. 

 
Kieth:  Showed us many of his different designs. His tip is to be sure to think how you want to use it before designing 
and making. 

 
Diane:  use wet used coffee grinds to sprinkle on the floor before sweeping up clay/chemical dust so it is not dispersed 
into the air. 

 
Meeting adjourned  at 8:07 

 
Moved by Cynthia  2nd Edith


